
              

 

TOURNAMENT REGULATIONS 

 of the MÖLKKY EUROPEAN INDOOR 

CHAMPIONSHIP 2025 

 

 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Mölkky European Indoor Championship (hereafter: EM) is a tournament held under the 

auspices of the International Mölkky Organisation. It is the 10th edition of the European 

Indoor Championship. 

The dates of the EM are: 1. 3. 2025 - 2. 3. 2025. The tournament will be held at the 

Sportcentrum Měcholupy, Turínská 1483, Prague 10, Czech Republic, on synthetic surface 

(3 tennis fields). The tennis hall is fully covered and heated. 

The EM consists of three separate tournaments: 

● Warm-up Tournament (28. 2. 2025) 

● EM European Tournament (1. – 2. 3. 2025) 

● EM Nations Cup (1. 3. 2025) 

In this booklet you will find a whole lot of information about mode, schedule, and execution 

of the different tournaments of the EM weekend. 

TIMETABLE 

Friday February 28th 

1.00 pm: Welcome to Warm-up participants 

2.00 pm – 8.00 pm: Warm-up 

2.00 pm – 9.00 pm: presentation, issuing of starting numbers, training        

Saturday March 1st 

8.30 am: welcoming of participants, presentation, issuing of starting numbers, training 

9.50 am: opening ceremony 

10.00 am – 4.30 pm: EM Group phase (6 matches of 2 sets for every team) 

5.00 pm – 10.00 pm: Nation’s Cup (all matches best of 3 sets) 

Sunday March 2nd 

9.30 am – 5.00 pm: EM play-off matches 

9:30 am – 3:30: B tournament 

 

Time schedule of knock-out stage in main tournament:  

9:30-10:15 am Preliminary playoffs (teams 17-48) - 2 win sets. 

10:20-11:05 am 1st round playoffs (teams 1-16 vs. winners 17-48) - 2 win sets 

11:10-12:25 am/pm2nd round of playoffs (teams 1-16) - 3 winning sets 

12:25-1:00 pm: lunch 

1:00-2:15 pm:  3rd play-off round (teams 1-8) - 3 winning sets 

2:20-13:35 pm: 4th play-off round, semi-finals (teams 1-4) - 3 winning sets 

3:40-4:55 pm: 5th play-off round, final + bronze medal match - 3 winning sets 

 

5.00 pm: medal closing ceremony 

https://ff-molkky.fr/euro-indoor-2024-en/


PLAYING EQUIPMENT 

The tournament will only be played with official Mölkky sets from Tactic Games Oy. It is 

not allowed to play with equipment other than the ones provided by the organisers, e.g. 

players’ own throwers. 

The throwers provided by the organisers will be numbered according to the numbering of the 

playing fields and, as a rule, must only be used on the lane whose number corresponds to the 

thrower number. Any changes in this respect can only be made by a main referee. The final 

match of the EM main tournament will be played with a new Mölkky set and a new thrower. 

RULES 

Main rules 

All EM tournaments shall be played in accordance with the official Mölkky rules as 

contained in the Tournament Rules document published by the IMO (version 11.02.2024). 

 

In matches of all EM tournaments, there is no time limit for throwing, unless a referee 

decides to introduce a time limit for the match. If a time limit is introduced, the time is 

measured from the moment the team has physical access to the thrower (e.g. by being handed 

or placed in the throwing area by the referee or the opposing team) when all the the skittles 

have been set upright until the moment the thrower is released from the throwing player's 

hand. The throwing time includes both consultation within the team and preparation for the 

throw itself. 

The organisers encourage a fair play rule of throwing in a reasonable amount of time, no 

longer than necessary. If there is a risk of delaying the planned timetable, strict adherence to 

Rule 9.2 of the aforementioned Official Rules will be required - i.e. a maximum of 60 

seconds to make a throw.  

Rule 5.7. (37 points) will be also required – i.e. in the event of an error (trespassing, wrong 

order of players or teams) in situation when team has 37 or more points, their score will drop 

to 25 points.  

 

BEWARE: Because of the high number of teams participating we had to do a change of rules 

in order to keep our schedules tight and stable. In the main event and warm up tournament the 

number of throws will be limited to maximum 12 throws per team (=12 "rounds"). If no team 

has reached 50 points after 12 rounds, the team with more points wins the set.  

e.g.  

Team 1:44 points  

Team 2: 38 points  

Team 1 wins the set 44:38  

If there is a draw after 12 rounds, the set will be extended by one round. The team with more 

points after this very round wins the set, reaching 50 points or 3 misses in a row will end the 

set immediately without ending the round.  

https://www.international-molkky.org/_files/ugd/734080_f950738b65824021b4f831250eedb153.pdf


e.g.  

After 12 rounds:  

Team 1: 42 points  

Team 2: 42 points  

After round 13:  

Team 1: 45 points  

Team 2: 47 points  

Team 2 wins the set 47:45  

BUT  

Team 1 - throw 13: 8 points=50 points  

Team one wins the set 50:42 straight away, team 2 is not allowed to do their throw 13 

anymore.  

If it is still a draw after ending 15 rounds, the the team which was NOT beginning the set will 

win. 

 

In all EM tournaments the rule is: 1 player - 1 team. This means that one person cannot play 

on more than one team within one tournament. 

In all EM tournaments, changes of players (within the team line-up) may only take place 

between sets and matches. No changes in the playing line-up of a team are allowed during a 

set. 

Reminder 

Although this EM is an indoor EM, all rules for outdoor EM tournaments apply. 

Elements outside the playing area do not count towards the game. That means: if the thrower 

(Tikku) touches anything OUTSIDE the playing area and THEN knocks down one or more 

skittles, those skittles are NOT counted as knocked down. 

If 1 (or more) skittle(s) flies off the playing area after being hit by a Tikku or other valid 

playing skittle(s) or lies on the edge or outside the playing area, that skittle(s) is always 

considered to be knocked down and is counted as such. 

Overstepping the mölkkari up front or sideways is prohibited and the throw will be counted 

as a miss. 

Order of throwing 

In the group matches of the EM Main Tournament and the Warm-Up Tournament, the team 

written first (top or left) on the scoresheet starts the first set. 

In knockout matches of all EM tournaments, the start of the first set is decided by a draw (in 

non refereed matches, the teams involved in the match are responsible for conducting the 

draw - the draw can be conducted, for example, by tossing a coin or a thrower). 

In best of 5 games, the order of starting the set will be as follows: ABBA. Only if Team B is 

leading 2-0 after 2 sets, Team A will start the 3rd set and Team B will start the 4th set if 

necessary. 



In knockout matches of all EM tournaments, the team which throws first in the deciding set 

shall be decided by the number of points scored in the sets played so far in the match. In the 

event of a tie in points, a draw is held to decide which team starts the deciding set. It applies 

to all games including semi finals and final. 

TOURNAMENT 

The EM tournaments will be played in the following formats: 

1. EM main tournament: 3-player teams (with 1 optional alternate) 

   Group stage, knock-out stage, B Tournament 

2. Warm-Up tournament: teams of 2 (with 1 optional player) 

   System of 6 rounds, 2 sets per round. 

3. EM Nations Cup: teams of 3 (with 3 optional alternate) 

 16 teams, knock-out games, all games best of 3. 

Information display 

Warm-up 

A ranking of all teams is updated, by a software, after each round and displayed at the table of main 

organisers. 

EM 

A list of all games is posted at the table of the main organizer. 

Next to each court there are boards with the record sheets for each game on that court. Teams 

keep score and take the record sheets to the head organizer's table after the game. Group 

results will be updated regularly on the global scoreboard on the monitor at the main 

organisers. 

 

DRAW OF GROUPS, DISTRIBUTION 

The group line-ups for the group phase of the EM main tournament will be drawn by 

organisers and/or one of the main referees. 

The EM main tournament draw will take place on Tuesday February 11th at 6 pm CET and 

will be released on the Organiser’s web pages www.euromolkky.cz on Wednesday Feb 12th  

After the draw, it will no longer be possible to modify the composition of a team 

 

Warm-up draw 

The 72-team warm-up tournament will be played with each participating team playing 

6 matches of 2 sets. A table has been made allocating randomly participating teams before 

ssigning the Czech & non-Czech teams to participating teams. Remember, this is a warm-up! 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2542726362558856
http://www.euromolkky.cz/


EM Draw 

The draws for both the main tournament and the Warm-Up tournament will be held according 

to the following procedure: 

 

- The 80 teams will be divided into 8 groups of 10 teams 

- The 24 Czech teams will be distributed among the 8 groups. 

This means that there will be 3 czech teams in each of them. 

- Taking into account the non-Czech teams, only France and Poland have more than 8 

teams entered. The draw will be made so that no nation (except France and Poland) 

can have more than 1 team in the same group, in the case of France and Poland there 

may be 2 teams from the same country in some groups.  

 

PROCEDURE: 

 

In order to have a harmonious distribution of teams within the 8 groups, the non-Czech teams 

will be grouped in “pots” by nation. Then, we will start by randomly drawing the nation that 

will be distributed first in the group. When all the teams of a nation have been distributed, we 

will draw a new non-Czech nation and so on for the 15 nations. 

The first team drawn will go to group A, the second to group B, the third to group C … until 

group H. When we have reached group H, the next team will go to group A and so on. 

It will be the same procedure for the Czech teams. 

 

NATION’S CUP DRAW 

As the Nations Cup tournament will be played straight through a play-off system due to time 

constraints, the individual nations have been assigned to their respective seeding positions 

according to the current ranking of that nation according to the official IMO rankings 

(calculated over the last 5 years).  

To complete the 16 teams, 1 additional team was added to the 15 participating nations - the 

Czech women´s national team. 

The final result of Czech women´s national team will not count for the nation trophy.  

For example, a final between Czech women´s national team & Estonia means Estonia already 

won the nations trophy. 

 

Rank Nation (IOC)  Points Participations 

1 Finland (FIN)  141 5 

2 Japan (JPN)  124 5 

3 France (FRA) ↗ 113 5 

4 Germany (GER) ↗ 109 5 

5 Australia (AUS) ↗ 108 3 

6 Estonia (EST) ↘ 97 5 



Rank Nation (IOC)  Points Participations 

7 Czech Republic (CZE) ↘ 95 5 

8 Great Britain (GBR)  88 5 

9 Hong Kong (HKG) ↗ 80 3 

10 Poland (POL) ↘ 74 5 

11 Switzerland (SUI) ↗ 54 4 

12 Greece (GRE)  40 2 

12 Turkey (TUR) ↘ 40 4 

14 Belgium (BEL) ↘ 38 2 

15 Spain (ESP)  36 3 

16 Slovakia (SVK)  28 2 

17 United States (USA)  24 1 

18 Portugal (POR)  10 1 

19 South Korea (KOR) ↗ 8 1 

20 Norway (NOR) ↘ 6 1 

21 Italy (ITA) ↘ 4 1 

22 Austria (AUT) ↘ 0 0 

 

WARM-UP TOURNAMENT 

The Warm-Up tournament involved 72 teams and will be played in the following format: 

Each team will play 6 games of 2 sets against 6 different teams. 

Each team starts 1 set. Approximately: 30 minutes per game. 

Ranking criterias, in that order: 

1.     Amount of victories (2-0) 

2.     Amount of sets won 

3.     Amount of “small points” scored (= total points scored in all games played) 

4.     Amount of “small points” conceded (= total points conceded in all games played) 

5.     Mölkkout 

EM MAIN TOURNAMENT 

The EM main tournament will be played in the following format: 

● 80 teams, 15 nations 



● Group stage: 8 groups of maximum 10 teams.  

All group stage matches are two-set matches. Each team will play 6 games of 2 sets against 

6 different teams 

 

 
 

 
 



● Top 48 teams of all teams advance to top 48 

● Remaining teams play the B-Tournament 

 

At the end of the group phase, teams will be ranked across the groups according to the 

following criteria in the order listed: 

a) For each set won, 1 point will be awarded to the team. This means that a team can get a 

minimum of 0 points and a maximum of 12 points on Saturday. 

b) The next evaluation criterion will be the sum of own small points won in each set.  

c) The third evaluation criterion will be the difference between the sum of own small points 

and the sum of points played against the team by all opponents.  

d) In the event of a tie and the 3rd criterion, the tiebreaker will be the mölkkout.  

The order of teams in 1st - 80th position will then be determined. 

 

● Seeding for Sunday's knock-out games (teams 1 - 48) will be done according to the 

following key:  

1 plays the winner 32/33 

16 vs. winner 17/48, and so on 

  

9 vs. 24/41 

8 vs. 25/40 

  

4 vs. 29/36 

13 vs. 20/45 

  

12 vs. 21/44 

5 vs. 28/37 

----------------------- 

6 vs. 27/38 

11 vs. 225/43 

  

14 vs. 19/46 

3 vs. 30/35 

  

7 vs. 26/69 

10 vs. 23/42 

  

15 vs. 18/47 

2 vs. 31/34 

 

● At the end of the group stage, the teams from all groups advancing to the knock-out stage 

and progressing to the B tournament will be ranked according to their places achieved in the 

group stage and then their results. 

 

● The knock-out matches in the main tournament will start with games best of 3 (race to 2), 

the top 16 teams will play the remaining matches best of 5 (race to 3). 

  

● All the matches of the B tournament are played best of 3 (race to 2) 



EM NATIONS CUP 

The EM Nations Cup will be played in a play-off phase format. Each country has selected 

one team (3 + 3 players) in the tournament. In accordance with IMO documents, the lineups 

of the national teams of countries with national Mölkky federations have been decided and 

passed to the organisers by their national federation. In case of countries without federation, 

the lineups have been decided among the players from the given country. 

In the situation that only 2 players from a participating country are present in the main 

tournament, they may supplement their national team for the European Cup with a substitute 

from another country. This player may not represent both countries in the European Cup at 

the same time.   

All matches are played "best of 3" (race to 2). 

Ranking games for places 5-16 will be played in addition to the semi-finals, final and 3rd 

place match. 

The first set will start with the team that is listed first on the entry sheet.  

In the semi-finals and finals, the draw will decide which team will start the first set. 

If the schedule is adhered to, the finals could possibly be played in a "Best of 5" format (if 

both teams agree). 

REFERRING 

The main referees are responsible for the proper course of the tournaments and their 

compliance with the rules and will be clearly introduced to the participants before the 

tournaments begin. The organisers may also appoint additional referees to ensure that the 

tournaments run smoothly. 

Decisions made by the main referees are final. 

When a game is supervised by a referee, only the team captains are allowed to talk to the 

referee. 

From quarter finals onward, there will be one referee per match to lift up the skittles. 

PRIZES AND AWARDS 

EM Indoor perpetual trophy will be handed to the winners. Winners can keep it until the next 

edition of EM Indoor. A plate with the team’s name on it will be applied by its federation, or 

the team. 

Top 3 teams will receive medals for all players, provided by I.M.O. 

 



FOOD AND BEVERAGES 

There is a restaurant with a wide selection of hot and cold dishes, a bar with a wide range of 

drinks and a grill will also be available.  

ORGANISER’S PROVISIONS 

Security 

We rely on each and every player and people present during this event to be responsible. 

During, before and after the event, please behave: whether in your behaviour, speech and 

acts. 

An automatic defibrillator as well as a first aid-kit are available on the spot. Few volunteers 

are trained to assist. 

Order of matches and fields 

Matches of the EM tournaments must take place according to the order and on the fields 

designated by the organisers. However, a main referee may decide to change the field for a 

particular match e.g. to speed up the tournament. 

Delays 

A team which, without a clear reason (e.g. a prolonged earlier match), does not turn up at the 

field designated for its match within 10 minutes of the designated starting time of the match, 

loses the match in question by a walkover (each set 0:50). 

Alcohol and tobacco products 

It is strictly forbidden to bring alcoholic beverages onto the playing area or to consume them 

in the playing area. Consumption of alcoholic beverages is only permitted in a designated, 

clearly marked area. It is only allowed to consume alcoholic beverages purchased in the 

catering stand in the designated area. The penalty for consuming alcoholic beverages outside 

the designated area is, on the first occasion, a warning for the entire team of the player 

concerned and, on the second occasion, an outright exclusion of the team from all EM 

tournaments. 

Smoking and heating of tobacco products in the playing area is strictly prohibited. The 

penalty for smoking or heating up tobacco products in the playing area is, on the first 

occasion, a warning for the entire team of the player concerned and on the second occasion 

an outright exclusion of the team from all EM tournaments. 



There are cigarettes ashtrays outside the premises by the door. Please use them for that sole 

purpose and ensure to give a free non-smoking way to people entering and leaving the 

premises. 

Cooperation with organisers, referees, etc. 

All participants of the EM tournaments undertake to obey the instructions of the organisers, 

referees, security personnel and volunteers involved in the organisation of the tournament, as 

well as to observe the regulations of the venue where the tournaments will be played. Teams 

whose members do not comply with this obligation may be excluded from the tournament by 

decision of one of the main referees. 

Responsibility 

The participants take part in the tournament at their own risk - the organisers are not 

responsible for any harm to health or loss/damage of participants' property during the 

tournament. 

Facilities 

There are several gendered toilets in the area and in the restaurant.  

Parking  

 



 
A large car park is located directly in the sports centre next to the tennis hall.  

Transportation 

Useful: 

·    Train website:  https://idos.idnes.cz/vlaky/spojeni/ 

 

·    Local transportation https://pid.idos.cz/spojeni/ 

 

·    Taxi company  Uber 

    Bolt 

    https://www.taxipraha777.cz/    tel: +420 251 000 251 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://idos.idnes.cz/vlaky/spojeni/
https://pid.idos.cz/spojeni/
https://www.taxipraha777.cz/


 

 

ANNEXE 

Participant’s list: 

CZECH 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IMO NATIONS  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


